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2. Thesis Summary / The essence of the study of the Torah

(Pentateuch) Cantillation / Torah Accentuation patterns.
Based on the verses that were examined the study reveals, that inside the population of the cantillation
symbols (mainly) of the Torah, exists (with statistical probability) a correlation between the manner that
the Oral Law of the Torah (Mishna, Middrash, Talmud and more), interprets the scripture (i.e. the
process and tools of how to interpret the scripture and occasionally also what to understand) to teach the
Jewish religious law and the Cantillation Symbols and /or patterns marking the scripture that is the
subject of the exegesis.

It is postulated (placing a conjucture) that the appearance of the Cantillation Pattern in the context (that
the Cantillation Pattern marking the text) alludes, that there might be an Oral Law interpretation in one or
more roles / functionalities of the Cantillation Pattern with statistical probability of the role as was
diagnosed in the places that were examined. This does not negate existence of additional roles that with
God's help might be yet discovered.

Likewise it is postulated that certain Cantillation Patterns allude to certain characteristics of the 13
manners of interpretation of the Written Torah (Law) (Interpretation Midot of the HaTorah) given from
Sinai as formulated by Rabbi Ishmael son of Rabbi Yossi HaGlili and the 32 manners of interpretation as
formulated by Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Yossi HaGlili and other manners of interpretation that appear in
the Oral Law and were not formulated by these Sages.

Growing body of evidence supports a conjucture that there is a correlation between the content of sections
of Mishna, Braita (external Mishna), Talmudic Exegesis, Ramba"m's Jewish Law formulations and
cantillation patterns.

The Torah, according to the computerized version of Keter (crown) of Aram Tzova (the oldest and most
reliable source of the Tanach (Bible)) holds 79978 words (the Yemeniate version holds 79979), and
84367 cantillation symbols (including hyphen and "stress" type (ga'aia) symbols) and without the latter
69606. The Cantillation Patterns of the Torah, that have been arrived at, in course of the study, contain
one cantillation symbol, two, three, four, five and more symbols. The conjuctures as to their composition
and roles are based, until the month of Tamuz 5771 (Jul 11), on approximately 5% - 6% of the number
69606 and on about 2100 catalogued examples and hundreds of uncatalogued samples. As the sampling
of the checked verses grows, so grows the probability of the identification of roles of Cantillation Patterns
how to interpret the Written Law (Torah) and not what to understand which is derived from the content
and Oral Tradition. The study does not seek to present an absolute explanation of the roles of Cantillation
Patterns of the Torah.
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Define:

eCantillation Symbol CS1 ..... CSk
. and Cantillation Patterns CP1 ..... CPm
There are three groups of cantillation symbols: superscript above the text, mid-script between
words, subscript under the text
Some Cantillation Patterns are comprised of of just superscript type, some of superscript and
subscript types, some of just subscript type. The mid-script might participate with all patterns.

joins
eRange of Cantillation Symbols and Cantillation Patterns functionalities
flcs1 fnCSl flCSk ﬁCSk

flcpl e fpcpl Ceeee flcpm e chpm
eFunctionality Activity factor (or coefficient) in a given Torah Script of a
Cantillation Symbol CS1 ..... CSk
. and Cantillation Patterns CP1 ..... CPm
e.g. for Cantillation Symbol CS1 and Cantillation Pattern CP1
af1CS1 «+ -+ ACS1 > Aficpl +++-+ Afpepl
where aj . has the value of O = not active, 1 = active
eFor each single Cantillation Symbol and Cantillation Pattern appearance
the following generalised statement will define its contribution to the exposition process
(analysis and conclusions) from the scripture content:
apcst * flesi +.....4 amesi ¥ncg)
¢ A Torach exposition process is explicitly based on textual content related principles
¢ A hypothesis is made that a Torach exposition process is also in a non exclusive manner implicitly based
on sequences of CSs’ and CPs’ functionalities.
the following generalised statement will define the implicit contribution of
CSs’ and CPs’ functionalities to a Torach exposition process without
restricting as to where the Unions/inclusion and Intersections/exclusion occur:
(apicsn * flesy, Union/inclusion ag,cpy, * fnepn ) Nintersection/exclusion agcpy, * fXcpx
Usually a process follows the text from right to left but sometimes it is also backwards.
Usually the CSs’ and CPs’ functionalities exposition process outlines the HOW to expose the
Torah content, sometimes together with the content it states the WHAT is exposed.
In a certain appearance a certain fuctionality or funtionalities might set a general framework
(driver), then reapear with others to expose details. In other appearances the roles might be
changed.
af1CSn * flCSn driver (flcpm flcs1 quPm €Xpose details)
agcpm ¥ fepy driver (flegg ... flepm ... fqcpm €Xpose details)
eCertain exposition functionalities are of a general nature and are fulfilled by different CSs’ and CPs’
according to the particular content.

Cantillation symbols and patterns serve as an inspiration or allude to how interpret / expound the Torah
text. Each Taam — Cantillation Symbol and Pattern has a number of functions. Each appearance is
associated with an active functions subset according to the text circumstances and the other Taamim
Cantillation Symbols in the pattern and adjacent text and patterns.

On the level of the Pshat (the basic understanding of the Torah and not the other three level), for certain
subsets of Taamim and patterns common functionality characteristics have been identified with the caveat
(qualification) that in each appearance not all functionalities should be active.

a. averse comprises cantillation patterns of inclusions and exclusions expanding / broadening the
details of the subject issue and cantillation patterns contracting / excluding details from the
subject issue, and this might occur a number of times in each verse. . a. is found in the
superscript, mid-script and subscript cantillation symbols
a sub-set of cantillation patterns indicate exegesis of measures, obstacles and boundries

c. asub-set of cantillation patterns indicate the number of sub-points in the subject that they mark.
b. and c. are part of the superscript cantillation symbols with some assistance from subscript
symbols.

d. One functionality of some patterns act as an abrieviated notation substituting repetition
of text

e. Certain patterns form elements of the formally formulated and listed 13 and 32 Manners of
Torah Exegesis (called in Hebrew Midot She Hatorach Nidreshet Bahem) same and other
patterns form elements of the not formally formulated and listed Manners of Torah Exegesis.
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